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hv ‘ft® Mooman photo of the Kennedy assassination. The area that has faded completely was 

covered by a thumb pnnt minutes after the shooting. This version has been contrast-enhanced, for the original has lost fine detail and is 
nS T^o^p?pnt the origin^ does confirm the “Badge Man” image and possibly those of other people 

Dh^toLT,h?ral1v hi f enhancement of a different, clear copy have not yielded sharper images than those obtained 

pnotograpmcally by Jack White. Still, the computer work continues. 


Let's time-travel back to Dallas and save JFK 


Reviewed by 
JERRY FLEMMONS 

The Latin term rorpu-t vUe means '‘something 
felt to be of so little value that it may be experi- 
nSented with or upon without concern for loss or 
damage. " Poor John Kennedy. His legend has 
become a publishing corpus vile, altind of post- 
mortem cottage industry for potboiling. 

In death. JFK has found everlasting life as 
subject for investigative tales, both official and 
unofficial, speculative conspiratorial theories, 
serious history, factual docudramas, fictional 
movies-of-the-week and now this, rising from the 
gbnre of pulpy science fanUsy. 

;The story is this: Man in 1985 time-travels to 
1^ to save JFK from assassination. Seems sim- 
ple enough and curiously similar to the plot me- 
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A TIME TO REMEMBER 


r. STANLEY SHAPIRO 



chanics of Back to th'-. Future and Peggy Sue Got 
Married. Author Shapiro, coincidentally, is a 
niovie scriptwriter by trade. 

;This 191-page novel is more complicated than 
the above one-sentence synopsis suggest. David 
meets Laura. Love. Laura, a public TV talk show 
hostess, interviews scientist who has Invented an 
untested time-travel machine. David is haunted 
by the death of an older brother. Chris, who was 
killed in Vietnam. JFK would not have gotten the 
United Sutes into a Southeast Asian war. Ergo, if 
JFK had not been assassinated, Chris still would 


be alive. 

David talks scientist into sending him back to 
Nov. 22, 1963, to save JFK in Dallas. But David 
arrives on the roof of the Texas Schoolbook Depo- 
sitory after Lee Harvey Oswald fires the faul 
three shots. David fights with Oswald, shoots him 
in the leg. Police arrive. David is blamed for 
killing JFK (Oswald becomes a hero). David even- 
tually is shot by Jack Ruby, which should have 
ended the book on Page 65. but this is, remember, 

scientist sends l^ura to Dallas on Nov. 21, 

be on the roof when David arrives and both can 
return to the future. She gets there in time to be 
hit by a Buick and hospitalized. The only answer 
is to find scientist, who now is 22 years younger 
and unknowing that he is to invent a time ma- 
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ELSEWHERE 


chine. Several pages later David and Laura and 
scientist meet. Everytwdy (including, at one 
point, a 1963 teen-ager who wanders by) travels 
back and forth in the time warp — the time 
dimension may have a revolving door. 

After a confrontation with President Lyndon 
Johnson and another quick time leap, David and 
Laura get things straightened out by killing 
Oswald as he leaves home that fateful morning. 

JFK lives. The couple opt to remain in 1963 (in 
1964 they have a child who was conceived in 1985, 
and therefore is old enough to vote when born). 

They meet Chris and make Houston their home. 

There is no Vietnam war. and JEK lives toa happy 
old age as a world sutesman. 

And that's the latest JFK fantasy saga. Watch 
soon for the new Marvel Comics series and the 
JFK Saturday morning cartoon. 

{Travel editor Jerry Plemmo is reported the Keooedy 
a«sassinatioo for the Sttr-TeJe^.Mm.) 

A LETTER FROM HENRY 

So what does Readers Digest writer Henry Hurt have to say about 
Reasonable Doubt criticisms in this newsletter? Here is his only public' 
response (retyped for space): 
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re'^an Curphey 

dolenes in the civil nghts movement in PASADENA. Calif. — Dr. Theo- 
the South, died Saturday In Gunteisville. dore Curphey, the pathologist who 
4la. He wrote such civil nghts books as became Los Angeles County's first 

The Klansman,' "TtirM Lives For Missis- medical examiner and presided 

;r the inquiry into Mariftrn Mon- 
t's death, died Thursday. He was 


Mr. Lawrence Dunkel 

A/K/A Gary Mack 
4620 Brandingshire Place 
Fort Worth, Texas 76133 

Dear Mr. Dunkel: 

We have in hand a publication called “Coverups!” which is Hater! Oc- 
tober 1986. It lists your commonly used alias, “Gary Mack,” as editor and 
publisher. The stated place of publication is the Lawrence Dunkel home at 
4620 Brandingshire Place in Fort Worth, leading us to believe that you are 
in fact the person responsible for printing and distributing the scurrilous 
material contained in the publication. 

Please be advised that you have seriously defamed my personal and 
professional integrity by promulgating an extremely defamatory allegation 
You have done so with reckless disregard for the truth. Your material 
[xjintedly sugg^ts that I may have known Robert Easterling prior to the 
time described in my book. Reasonable Doubt. Such an insinuation carries 
with it a dear implication that I might in some way have fabricated certain 
aspects of my book, perhaps in cahoots with Easterling. We consider such 
an insinuation defamatory to my character and professional reputation. 

While your opinions about my book. Reasonable Doubt, are complete- 
ly irrelevant in view of your reputation in the community of critics and 
scholars on the JFK assassination, I will not tolerate your dissemination of 
false and scurrilous allegations masquerading as facts about my profes- 
sional and personal integrity. 

Be on notice that if you again publish or in any other way issue the 
maliaous and false insinuation that I even heard of Robert Easterling prior 
to the time described in Reasonable Doubt, I will turn the matter over to my 
libel lawyer in New York. You obviously do not have a shred of professional 
inte^ty, given your publication of such scurrilous material without first 
checking with me to see whether it is true-or at least to seek my side of the 
matter. I realize from the “quality” of your work that you are astonishingly 
igno^t of (or indifferent to) basic publishing standards, as well as normal 
standards of journalistic courtesy. Therefore, let me reiterate that you are 
hereby informed that the insinuation noted above is false, scurrilous and 
defamatory. If you repeat your libel against me, you should be prepared to 
defend your reckless allegations in court 

Usually, under circumstances such as this, the party who has been 
defied and libeled in so serious a manner requests that a retraction and 
apolo^ be made by the person who has committed the defamation In this 
(^e, I am going to be very forthright by saying something that my libel 
lawyer telk me I should not say, for it could possibly detract sli^tiy from 
our case if we have to summon you into fede^ civil court there in Texas. 
Your reputation is such that I seriously doubt that anyone pays much atten- 
hon to any^i^ you print in your sheet, even though I understand that you 
^nd It out hither and yonder to anyone you can think of. So I am not going 
to ask for a reaction from you, thereby conceding that damages, while ex- 
tremely painful and humiliating at this time, could be far worse. (I doubt you 
would be prudent enough to print this letter anyway, inasmuch as you have 
never once sought my side of matters in any of the nonsense you've printed 
about my book.) ^ 

warning of the firm actions that 
will be taken if you repeat your defamatory insinuations, or if you publish 
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anything else derogatory to my personal or professional reputation. If you 
repeat this reckless disregard for my person^ and professional reputation, 
we will unavoidably assume that your intent is malicious and that you have 
charged ahead despite being fully informed of our position in this grave 
matter. Your continued publication of such serious charges will signify 
beyond any reasonable doubt your malicious intent to damage my reputa- 
tion. 

I will be sending a copy of this letter to all people who mention to me 
they have heard about your scurrilous allegations, and to others for whom I 
have great respect in the field of research into the JFK assassination. 




Weird, isn t it This was Hurt’s opportunity to correct any factual errors 
disagree with interpretations or criticize points of view; instead, he chose to 
complain about something that was not published. 

Mer revealing, for the first time. Hurt’s lengthy Mississippi background 
^ both a university student and reporter at a major newspaper, the Jackson 
Daily News (whose reporters often covered Easterling’s home town of Hat- 
tiesburg), Johann Rush wrote: 

“It occ^ to me that since Easterling has been telling his bizarre story 
tor a long, long time. Hurt could have learned of it many years ago and just 
recmtly decided to use it; or, Easterling may have remembered Hurt’s 
byline md chose to tell his story to a former Mississippian. It is intriguing 
of Easterling prior to Septemb^ 
mentionmg the years when he and Cowboy Bob lived on- 
ly 90 miles ^art." 

Rmh’s point, clearly speculation, was simply that Hurt could have known 
of the rfory, not that he knew Easterling; if there were any reason to sug- 
gest othenvise, the sentence would have been worded appropriately As 
such, there was no defamation, no insinuation, and no “scurrilous” 
matenal— and there will be no retraction or apology. (Interestingly Hurt 
has not complained to Rush about his articles.) 

Hurt s other gripes are just as easily dismissed. My professional name or 
pen name” in the writers’ trade, originated in 1972 during my 22 years as 
a broail^cast announcer. My legal name has never been a secret in the 
r^earch community and has been published by Penn Jones and G. Robert 
Blakey (misspelled as I pointed out in an earlier Coverups!). My address is 
the same one Hurt visited for several hours in 1983 when this newsletter 
was in its second year. 

As for my reputation, I will match it with his anywhere, any time, in court 
or out, for I have yet to learn of one researcher who agrees Easterling’s 
u f « simply that the 
credibility of Hurfs book is directly linked to his belief that Easterling’s 
Story IS worthy or investigation. 

f "P* hither and yonder (sic) to anyone you can 

think of ; only one or two unsolicited copies are routinely distributed. Of 
HPrt, whose subscription 
had expired with the previous issue. Indeed, Hurt subscribed to this 
newsletter be^nning with the second issue, and he renewed in July 1984 
At no time (id he express any dissatisfaction with the contents (and we 
Sia^s^ conversations as recently as December 1985 or 

wfnc^ his publisher (Holt, Rinehart and 



Hurt has been asked, on several occasions, to respond to the critical 
material in this newsletter. Through a mutual friend he was told of three 
things: my negative reaction to his book, my forthcoming highly critical 
review, and my offer to consider publishing his response. There was no 
answer. 

After the review appeared, in issue 25, Hurt reportedly drafted a lengthy 
response but declined to send it; instead, he wrote at least one researcher 
that it does not matter to him what I think about Reasonable Doubt. To 
another he wrote he was not troubled by criticism of his handling of the 
Easterling story. Both publicly and privately Hurt has welcomed responsi- 
ble criticism of his Easterling chapter, and that’s exactly what he got from 
this researcher and a professional television news reporter in Easterling’s 
home town. 

Part one of Johann Rush’s expose appeared in issue 26, along with my 
own paraphrasing of additional information (Rush approved the final draft.) 
At the very end of the article 1 added ““Based on the evidence Rush has 
supplied...this researcher is comfortable with the work he is doing; any who 
disagree may respond. ” 

The comment was addressed to everyone, including Henry Hurt, and 
again he chose not to respond. Shortly thereafter, I again told a mutual 
friend that Hurt was welcome to reply. I have no reason to doubt the 
message was passed along, yet Hurt did not answer. 

With the publication of part 2 of Rush’s research. Hurt was pointedly ask- 
ed to produce the 1963 New Orleans telephone book that lists both J D 
Ward and Captain J. D. Ward. He has not done so, nor has he offered aii 
explanation for the phony story. Missing, too, is any objection to, or 
disagreement with, any part of Rush’s material. 

As a responsible journalist, I demanded corroboration for Rush’s most 
serious charges before agreeing to publish his research. He supplied both 
audio and video tapes, photographs, and photocopies. Much of this 
materia] was shown to Texas researchers on the evening of the last 
assassination anniversary. It included Rush’s two-part report on 
Reasonable Doubt that aired on WDAM-TV in Hattiesburg last spring, 
reports that featured excerpts of interviews with Easterling, local sheriff 
Gene Walters, and New Orleans library official Collin Hamer. 

R^h also provided video tape of the pumper fire truck that responded to 
the diversionary fire” and the firefighters gave an on-camera demonstra- 
tion of how they would unroll the hose and put out a small fire with the 
truck’s own water supply. There was video tape of the 1963 New Orleans 
telephone directory showing no listing for Captain Ward, and video of 
Rush’s entire Easterling TV interview on the grounds of the Mississippi 
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state mental hospital. 

Our group of about 25 roared with laughter at the ludicrous and pathetic 
Robert Easterling, a man very different from the 1963 conspirator describ- 
ed by Hurt. As the tape ended, and the laughter subsided, researcher Mary 
Ferrell jumped to her feet and emphatically stated she had told Hurt not to 
print a word of Easterling’s story because it probably wasn’t true and no 
one would believe it anyway! 

Is that the real reason Reader’s Digest declined to publish Reasonable 
Doubt even though, according to figures obtained by a book distributor (In- 
gram), it had paid Hurt a $500,000 advance? 

To my way of thinking, Henry Hurt has done a tremendous disservice to 
this case and the critical community. His book is filled with page after page 
of confused, confusing and incomplete explanations of many crucial events. 
One of the simplest examples is that of D^las Police Officer Joe Smith, one 
of the first cops to reach the grassy knoll. 

As researchers know. Smith pulled his gun on a man who identified 
himself as Secret Service, even though no agents were on the ground at any 
time. Smith let the man go and later described the event to the Warren 
Commission. Hurt correctly summarized Smith’s story and added, without 
any further explanation, that the “agent” was an imposter (see pages 110, 
111 and 113). 

We know the guy was an imposter, but general readers do not Hurt left 
them puzzled about why he was an imposter when other seemingly logical 
explanations are possible. Most readers probably suspect Smith was 
mistaken or that the “imposter” had a legitimate reason to have Secret Ser- 
vice ID that Hurt didn’t know about. 

The real importance of this episode, which Hurt completely missed, is its 
direct and absolute proof of conspiracy, for the “agent” has never come for- 
ward, has never filed a report, and his supervisor (if he was legitimate) never 
acknowledged his existence. One would think that if such an innocent per- 
son existed, one with ties to some branch of law enforcement, the US 
Government would have produced him a long time ago to say “I was there 
and there was no gunmcin.” 

Hurt bungled his way through many other areas, but he may have sent 
one clear message to book publishers— that the critical community sup- 
ported his research into the Kennedy assassination and helped legitimize 
the Robert Easterling/pro-Castro stories. Our names are in the 
Acknowledgments, and our achievements are liberally tossed throughout 
the pages. This researcher/editor is embarrassed to have played even a 
small role in Reasonable Doubt; hopefully, researchers will be more 
cautious in the future. 




The dark victory of Reagan and MCA 


DARK VICTORY: Ronald Reagan, ‘ 

MCA,ar: 

By Dan S. Moiaea (Viking. S 



Ronald Reagan, circa 19S0 


required actors to forfeit all claims night. Then. Moldea claims that as 
to residuals for ' TV showings of governor "Reagan made executive 
movies prior to 1960 — that it was decisions that were greatly benefi- 
called "The Great Giveaway." Even cial to MCA and other corporations 
Bob Hope, no flaming radical, was with motion picture studio inter- 
deeply disturbed by the agreement, ests." 
j Because of this settlement, and Moldea also traces the connec- 
|, because of other serious charges tions between Korshak and Nevada 
» against MCA. President John Ken- Sen. Paul Laxalt, who ran Reagan's 
and Attorney General Robert presidential campaigns in 1976 and 
Kennedy began a concentrated 1980. Most seriously, says Moldea, 
probe of the company's affairs. (It "During the presidential campaign, 
was during this investigation that Reagan met privately with known 
Reagian testified and, according to associates of organized crime and 
Moldea "displayed a remarkable appointed others to his personal 
loss of memory while on the wit- campaign staff. Several of these peo- 
ness stand.") Reagan has admitted pie were later given high positions 
that the government’s breakup of in the Reagan administration after 
MCA — it simply had to choose be- his election." 
tween being a talent agency and a Many readers will applaud Mol- 
production company, an easy deci- dea for ferreting out these facts. 


the author of The Hoffa Wars traci 
the history of this immensely poi 
erful conglomerate and sets out ' 

prove: that organized crime hi _ _ 

long infiltrated Hollywood, with Sion to enter politics. His meniors conclusions, 

the approval of many major studios company. Stein took in Taft were MCA founder Stein and.’ aide Dark Victory 

and executives; that MCA has al- Schreiber, Sonny Werblin, and Lew Schreiber plus many of lawyer 

ways been notorious for its unfair. Wasserman as his chief aides. One Korshak's friends who made Lee Milazzo is book 

nfr»n illegal tactics: that Ronald of their key associates was lawyer Reagan a multimillionaire over- Dallas Morning News 


should read 


Reagan has enjoyed a highly profit- Sidney Korshak (described by gov- 
able relationship with MCA for sev- ernment authorities as the Chicago 
eral decades, that this relationship Mafia’s liaison with the movie in- 
began to flourish when Reagan sold dustry), who became one of the 
out his union, the Screen Actors most powerful men in the enter- 
Guild. to give MCA a unique and un- tainment industry and in California 
fair advantage in the production of politics. 

television programs; that, in return. In 1952. Reagan, as president of 
MCA made huge real estate deals the actors guild, engineered a 
during the 1960s that gave Reagan "blanket waiver" exempting MCA 
his personal fortune; and that MCA from guild rules that prohibited a 
continues to play a key role in talent agency from also engaging in 
Reagan’s career today. film production, thereby allowing 

Obviously, such accusations are the company to offer jobs to the ac- 
not to be made lightly. Moldea pre- tors it represented. No other corn- 
seats an overwhelming amount of pany was given this advantage, and 
information, including the first MCA’s income rose from SS million 
publication of Reagan s secret testi- in 1954 to $49 million in 1957. In re- 
mouy before a federal grand jury turn, Moldea alleges. MCA gave the 
investigating MCA in 1962 That fading Reagan jobs when no one 
probe focused on "Reagan's possi- else would, first as the emcee of a 
ble role in a suspected conspiracy revue in Las Vegas, then as host of 
between MCA and the actors’ un- G£ Theater. 

"decisions made by Despite the fact that Reagan had 
:n producing shows ' 
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Watergate 
burglar gets 
agent's help 

Knight-Ridder News Service 
MIAMI — A federal agent’s testi- 
mony has convinced a Jury that 
Watergate burglar Frank Sturgis 
was working for the government 
when police arrested him in Miami 
last June on charges of dealing in 
stolen property. 

The six jurors on Thursday acquit- 
ted Sturgis, 62, after deliberating for 


London Dally Telegraph 10-fi 

Ex-CIA officer 
wins libel award 


SAG while under Reagan’ 
ship that became 'the central 

MCA's whole nse to power.' " laws, he led the unic 

MCA was founded in 1924 by against the studios 
Jules Stem, who reportedly paid off eventual settlement, 
union leader Jaems C. Petrillo to negotiated with t 
gam favors for his band-booking Korshak. was so unsatisfactory 


j 3*A hours. 

“We did believe he was working 
I withCustomsatthetime,"saidjuror 
I Theresa Noll. "We found the agent's 
■ vjc, a ui- credibility to be high and came to 
guild by- ! the conclusion that Sturgis 
ns strike 1 working for Customs.” 
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Here goes Geraldo again 


_ le TV journalist Ger- 
aldo i^vera is back with plans 
to ressureci the ABC investiga- 
=“to the death of Marilyn 
- resigna- 


published by the Observer in 
May. 1980. 

orKine tor customs ■ Summers' hook does not Imply that David Phillips 

Sturgis, teary-eyed, shook the''®’® ^”^°lved in the Kennedy assassination, only 
Reagan I jurors’ hands as they left the court- he may have used the name flaurice Bishop, 

- I room of Circuit Judge Mario Coder- who allegedly had a pre-assassination associatior 
1 Metro-Dade County poUce arrest- Oswald. The Observer articles were apparent 

ed Sturgis on June 18 after he ac- rewrites, for Summers has never been sued by 
frn'Ti watcheq Phillips (to my knowledge;. Has Phillips or the 

u was a g- aver produced evidence indicating he could 
have been in Dallas in late summer 1963? 


Monroe that le 



brother Robert with the actress 
and possibly with her death. 
The report was quashed by 
ABC news chief Roone Ariedge 
as a sloppy piece of Journalism. 
Rivera quit in protest and was 
soon followed by the investiga- 
tion’s producer Stanhope Gould 
and ‘20/20” reporter Sylvia 
Chase, who also worked on 


a man he thought 
iiiiic drug dealer. 

’The dealer was really undercover 
officer Kennedy Rosario, who pre- 
tended he needed Sturgis' ’‘high- 
level" contacts to get a drug-ring 
chemist released from prison. 

Rosario wore a hidden 
transmitter, and the jury heard 
about eight hours of taped conversa- 
tions between the bogus drug mer- 
chant and Sturgis. 


investigation as one of his thit 
independent news specials 
scheduled next year for Tribui 
EntertainmenL 
The *20/20" report linked 
President Kennedy and his 


“I'm definitely considering 
it (the Monroe investigation]," 
I^vera told USA Today, "And 
I’d like to do it in conjunction 
with Sylvia Chase, It would 
be poetic justice." 

Rivera's upcoming specials 
will be in .April, August and 
December. In addition 


ing programs or 
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Pennsylvania 

Sen. Arlen Specter, a RepumiCan 
moderate who has often been at odds 
with the White House, won a second 
term by defeating former Demo- 
cratic Rep. Bob Edgar. 

Specter served on the Warren 
Commission and Invented the 
is consider- single bullet theory; lidgar wa 
mob and on the HSCA ' s Martin Luther 
Death King subcommittee. 
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Court upholds demotion 

The demotion of Dr. Thomas Nognchi, 
toe former Los Angeles County chief med- 
ical examiner known as toe “coroner to toe 
st^,” was upheld by an appeals court that 


■There were manag 


iuditsinl976 


and 1982 along with an independent at 
by toe grand jury in 1982 in which ur. 
Noguchi failed to pass muster," the state 
Court of Appeal said Friday. 

Noguchi is “an outstanding pathologist 
and forensic scientist” but ’’he lacks the 
managerial skills and administrative abili- 
ty to run toe coroner’s office," the panel 
said. 

The Board of Supervisors demoted No- 
guchi in 1982 after 14 years in the medical 
's job, during which he helped 
te toe deaths of many stars. The 
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Former stripper says Ruby was a gem of a guy 


11-29~86 The friends she's hunting for are those she 
worked and socialized with seven nights a 

week, three shows per night: Tammy True, 

ler skin still Kathy Kay, Peggy Steele, Shari herself was a 
'e hardened .star, pulling down $200 a week for in-town 
It it was. But work and $450 a week on the road. A publici- 
ne answer to ty brochure described her this way: 
off for mon- “Dallas’ own Gypsy — See Sex 

Sational Shari doing her rendition 
of dances from the popular movie 
’Gypsy’ with exquisite gowns and 

The strip shows were pretty 
tame by today’s standards. “My 
G-string was more like a bikini 
bathing suit,” Shari says now. 

“There was a law then that you 
couldn’t touch yourself with your 
hands when you danced." And be- 
causethere usually were cops in 
the audience every night, she says, 
the girls were careful to abide by 

Shari’s real name is Bobbie Lou- 
ise Meserole (“Pixie Lynn gimme 
that name, Shari Angel, and every- 
body liked it"), and she was bom 
in East Dallas. She attended Ursu- 
line Academy through the seventh 
grade, which is as much schooling 
as she could stand. She dropped 
out and worked at odd jobs until 
she landed her first dancing Job at 
age 24 at the ’Theatre Lounge, Dal- 
las' premier nightclub. 


She also was a headliner at the 
old Colony Club before she 
hooked up with Ruby- 

Ruby was kind of a mother hen 

frequently went out to dinner with hard shot, bam — • and*Srf j^k 

them after closing time, Shari An- him up aAd feed him for a week, 

gel recalls. Then maybe they’d all He was big-hearted. He really 

go bowling. “He was always so wanted to make it big, but he nev- 

nice to the girls,” she says, and she er did. He was really Just a big ol' 

bristles at the suggestion — made kid. 

by one potential book publisher — “If I could Just get a monument 

that Ruby ran a string of prosfi- to him, then maybe we could fi- 
tutes from his clubs. nally lay him to rest.” 

For 12 years, Shari says, she , t j i t 

flew pretty high. She wore $1,000 lOSWald's rnmlly might 
costumes that she paid for, and not Contribtltpi . .'^hari 
she al^ys had plenty of money, gays <3.ar-ittfld BabUshka 
enough to bnng up 10 brothers t tt m j 

and slstere all by heLlf. She mar- ^^dy BoV.,rly 01iv=,r wag 
ried the Carousel Club’s master of assassination ~ 

ceremonies, Wally Weston, a Witnass arid aPTaos 'sha 
stand-up come She misses him Would haVa told ona or 

Solin Aori;£”sL“3ll.'““' 

Since she left the club work be- It sh'a had saan it. Har 
hind, life’s runway has been tough. infolT-ation that Wally 

tal. There are gaps in her recoils- °orract - anyona know 
tions at the points where there are his wharaaboUts 7 ) 
people and events she prefers not 
to discuss. She mentions psychiat- 
ric treatment and the doctor who 
believed her life was worth saving. 


Lawyers 
in Oswald 


I ‘trial’ spar 

‘Jury’ to decide 


1 1 Kennedy case 


By Ed Bark 

Television Critic of The News 


They chided each other in the 
Banner of two heavyweight boxers 
stoking up interest in their upcom- 
ing title fight. 

Prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi. 
who put the Manson family behind 
bars, will be trying to incarcerate a 
phantom Lee Harvey Oswald. De- 
fense attorney Gerry Spence, 
winner of a posthumous judgment 
for Karen Silkwood against the 
Kerr-McGee Corp., is charged with 
proving that Oswald was not the 
sole assassin of President John F. 
Kennedy, who died in Dallas on 
Nov. 22, 1963. 

The attorneys clashed Tuesday 
at the former Texas School Book De- 
pository building — now the Dallas 

during a news conference to pro- 
mote the Showtime cable network’s 
production of On Trial: Lee Harvey 
Oswald. 

The SVi-hour courtroom con- 
frontation, billed as “the trial that 
Jack Ruby’s bullet prevented from 
happening,’’ was taped July 23-25 in 
London and is scheduled to be tele- 
cast Nov. 21-22. 

C>stars of the program, hosted 
by former NBC newsman Edwin 
Newman, are real-life witnesses to 
the assassination and events con- 


Defense attorney Gerry Spence (left) and 
prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi examine the 
sixth-floor window in the Dallas County 
Administration Building — formerly the 


Texas School Book Depository — from 
which authorities believe Lee Harvey 
Oswald assassinated President Kennedy on 
Nov. 22, 1963. 


nected to it. They testified before a 
Dallas jury and U.S. District Judge 
Lucius Bunion, who is based in Mid- 

None of the parties knows the 
outcome of the sealed verdict, but 
Bugliosi contends that Spence al- 
ready is trying to sell the notion 
that his ’’client’’ can’t hope to get a 
fair trial from a Dallas jury. 

"I think he senses that the jury 
did not buy some of the moonshine 
that he was dishing out," Bugliosi 
said from the chambers of the Dal- 
las County Commissioners Court 

Spence recounted an experience 


he had during his return trip from 
London through customs at Dal- 
las/Fort Worth International Air- 
port Customs workers became "om- 
inously silent” be said, when they 
learned he had been “defending” 
Oswald. Then one worker suppos- 
edly told him. “I hope, Mr. Spence, 
that nobody ever assassinates you. ” 
Spence, who resides in Jackson 
Hole, Wyo., has long blond hair and 
wore a buckskin jacket, blue jeans, 
cowboy boots and a black. Western- 
cut shirt. The balding Bugliosi was 
his antithesis in a navy blue, three- 
piece, pinstriped suit white shirt 


The Dallas County clerk’s office 
assisted in the production by pro- 
viding the names of 80 potential 
jurors, said Showtime’s director of 
program development, Harry Chan- 
dler, A marketing firm chose the fi- 
nal 12, he said. 

Bugliosi and Spence called 22 
witnesses to testify. Oswald’s 
widow, Marina Oswald Porter, de- 
clined to participate. 

The complete edition of On Trial: 
tee Harvey Oswald will be donaied 
to a planned Kennedy museum to 
be housed in the former depository 








depository fire They caUed for additior^J fire- It was from the sixth floor of 

ry. Tliereare Dallas firefighters thought fighting equipment before dis- the county-owned building that 

) they saw smoke Wednesday af- covering the “smoke" was the Lee Harvey Oswald allegedly 
temoon when they responded to by-product of sandblasting on shot President John F. Kennedy 
- reports of a fire at the former one of the building's upper floors on Nov. 22, 1963. 

DTH 11-13-86 

Saturday, November 22, 1986 
They stayed on the grass for 
maybe three mihutes. Tentatively, 
they stood up, A Channel 8 reporter 
spotted them, Billy recognized him 
as the same man, Jerry Haynes, who 
starred in a kiddie TV show. "That 


Administration Building. 


3i)r jSallM IRarniag 


Caught up in history 

Couple, sons stood watching only feet away as JFK was slain 





Kennedy museum 
remains on hold 

Scars, shortage of money delay project 


By John Kirkpatrick 

Shirley Caldwell hates this til 

Every November, reporters st; 
calling her, and “I never have ai 
thing new to say." ^ 

No, she iells them, there still 
no Kennedy’mnseum. No, there still 
isn’t anything close to the amount 
of money needed to finish the 
project. Maybe in a couple of years. 
Meanwhile, tourists still flock to 
Dallas, walk around Dealey Plaza 
and point to the sixth floor of the 
Texas School Book Depository. And 
they wonder wAere the museum is, 
"This is really embarrassing," 
says Mrs. Caldwell, chairwoman of 


si million together, "and then — 
wham! — oil prices fell," she said. 

And even when the good times 
return, raising the money probably 
won’t be a snap, she says. 

"It’s not an easy project to sell (p 
Dallas people. The Dallas people 


DALLAS fwst li -24-86 

Poor joke: ‘Bang, bang’ written on window 

A prankster with a morbid sense of humor scrawled the words 
“bang, bang" on a dirty window of the Texas School Book Depository , 
the site of President John F. Kennedy’s assassination. 

The words, written on a sixth-floor window — the floor where Lee 
Harvey Oswald is believed to have fired the shots that killed Kennedy 
onNov.22,i963— were visible from the street where people gathered 
Saturday to observe the 23rd anniversary of the president’s death. 

The floor has been closed to the public for many years. 

“Whoever did that chose one hell of a day to do it. " said Eira Justice 
of Greenville, pointing to the window. “That’s really, really bothering 
me. I have some relatives here from Waies who came down here to see 

"Good grief! ’That couldn’t be worse. That’s deplorable," said Lin- 
dalyn Adams, head of the DallasCounty Historical Foundation, when 
told of the writing on the windowpane. The foundation is trying to 
jjjg depository’s sixth floor into a historical 


BRI-PPS.. ..The ad -flf left t 


Making matters worse, she says, 
is that the project has been misun- 
derstood. The exhibit won’t be a 
monument to Lee Harvey Oswald, 
but “a historical exhibit to inter- 
Dailas County Historicai Com- pret this event for the thousands 
mission and a principal force be- and thousands of people who come 
hind efforts to open a permanent to Dallas to see it." Among the dis- 
exhibit devoted to the assassins- plays will be a model of Dealey 
don. Plaza as it was on the day of the as- 

"Is that bus still out there?" she sassination. Photographs, films and 
asks, pointing out the window of charts will help explain the event, 
her office in the Old Red Coun- It will all, she says, "be in good 

a busload of retirees from Grand The fund-raising efforts will get 
Rapids, Mich., taking pictures of the some help soon, says Lindalyn 
School Book Depository, for lack of Adams, who heads the Dallas 
anything else to do or seo. “I mean. County Historical Foundation, 
this is a daily occurrenca.” which functions as the exhibit's 

The exhibit, to occupy the sixth board of directors, 
floor of the School Book Depository, "We’re putting together some 
now the Dallas County Adminlstra- support groups who would be work- 
tion Building, was to open in 1984. ing on campaign leadership," she 
Now the target date is 1988, the 2Sth ‘said. 

anniversary of the assassination. An array of problems — the 
"We just haven't raised the state’s economy chief among them 
money." Mrs. Caldwell explains. — has stalled the drive, Mrs. Adams 
The estimated cost of the project is said. 

S3 million. "We haven’t really asked for a 

There was to have been a "big cent in two years," she said. “And if 
rirengthening" this year to get the you don't ask, you don’t get." 


NOW YOU CAN SEE Tn« . 

living here when this THE EXPLOSIVE MOTION PICTURE i 

still maintain so many SUPPRESSED FOR OVER A DECAnpi rAi-olAnsa. of fhA 

™ov1a produced prior to thA 
WarrAn Report; only local 
ectors 'Were used, end th° ' 
audience was asked to r-ake 


happened still maintain so many SUPPRESSED FOR OVER A DECADE' 

hurts and scars and pain from tte 

event that it’s not something th<^ 
really want* 



it's own jUdpyent as th° 
jurors filed out of the court 
root". Analysis of the most 
recent "trial"’ will nppeer in 
the next issue, alonj? with >-y 
interpretetion of the Doi^qn’ 
film. . . , A. J.’”'illlcan, over- 
pass witn'essf died last Aoril 
in Oklahoma City. .'. .Rof?er 
Sharp’,’ .ABC ’H ews reporter who 
Covered the JRK weoicend" with 
Boh Clark, died April 2 i.... 

Joe Peterson, who~worked with 
Breck Wall as entertein°rs 
for Jack Ruby just prior to 
the ’’assassination, died last 
June in Las VeKas". .. .David 
Burke, one of the ABC-News 
execs who helped kill the 
"onroe story In the faZ’l of 
1985, was promoted to executive 
vice president of ABC“News lest 
’'ay. ...BiK oro’wd in "Dealey 
Plaza for the ’’anniversary - 
Penn Jones even offered to 
write a piece for CoverupsJ 
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